November 20, 2007

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on November 20, 2007.  In the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room in the Cortlandt Town Hall located on One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI 



Supervisor 


JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN 



Councilmember

ANN LINDAU



Councilmember

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 


Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO 



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO 


DOTS, Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON 


DES, Director 
JEFFERY TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coordinator 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director of DOTS

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk
* * * * * * * * * *

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm. 
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *
SUPERVISOR’S PROLAMATIONS and REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi said that at tonight’s meeting we have the winners of the Red Ribbon Poster Awards.  Here tonight to present the awards are Colleen Anderson and Becky Bell.  
Director of the Youth Center Colleen Anderson said that there where a number of schools within the Town of Cortlandt that participated in our poster contest.  Red Ribbon week is celebrated nationally from October 23 to October 31.  Those who wear ribbons during this time show their support for anti drug campaigns.  This year all of the children in grades K through 8 were invited and the students were encouraged to create a poster with the theme “I pledge to be drug free”.  The purpose of this project is to create dialog in the home, to show the dangers of using drugs and the effects that they have.  Colleen Anderson said that she would like everyone to keep up with this dialog and she wanted to thank everyone who participated in this contest.  She also wanted to thank the Recreation Department for choosing the winners.  
Colleen Anderson then presented the winners.  In the Elementary division grade K-2 first place Thomas Scerbo, second place Alex Pujol and Jake Mahoney, third place Melody Munitz.  In the junior division grades 3-5 first place Nancy Champagne, second place McKayla Newman-Brown and Jazz Munitz, third place Samantha Stretz.  In the senior division grades 6-8 first place Cassandra Rogers, second place Daniella Rainey, third place Ariana Stone.  
SUPERVISOR’S PROLAMATIONS and REPORTS, (continued) 
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town Board is excited about the new Youth Center that the Town will be building next year.  It will be located near the roller hockey rink on Memorial Drive.  

* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that the Toll House volunteers would be having a holiday fair from November 30 through December 2, 2007 from 10am to 4pm.  

* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that one thing that we always talk about here in the Town of Cortlandt is open space. The Town is pleased with the success that it has had with acquiring open space.  Since 1992 the Town has added over 3,000 acres, however there is more to do, and we encourage slow growth.  Supervisor Puglisi then presented a map at the meeting that showed the Town’s open space.  About one-third of the land within the Town of Cortlandt is open space.  On tonight’s agenda, we have some large tracks of land that total 402 if all of the land was added to the Town’s inventory.  If everything worked out so that the Town could acquire the land, the Town would then put it up for referendum.  This is a vote by the citizens of this Town on whether or not the Town should purchase the land.   
* * * * * * * * * *
ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.
* * * * * * * * * *  
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Ann Lindau said that the budget is coming with a small tax increase.  She just wanted to thank everyone for their hard work.  
* * * * *

Councilmember John Sloan wanted to congratulate all of the winners of the Red Ribbon Awards. 
Councilmember Sloan said the Town has had a number of open space plans in the past five to ten years.  The Town has set goals to acquire open land and thinks that it is a good asset to residents of this Town.  Councilmember Sloan thinks that it is important to purchase open space within the Town in order to control development and traffic.   
* * * * *
Councilmember Frank Farrell said that two weeks ago, it was Election Day and he wanted to thank the people of the Town of Cortlandt for his opportunity to continue to keep serving.  It is a pleasure and honor to be one of the Town’s Councilmembers.    
* * * * *
Councilmember Joe Cerreto said that is was an outstanding Veterans Day event on November 12, 2007.  It is always great to see the number of people in attendance grow each year.  
Councilmember Cerreto thanked everyone that went out and voted on Election Day. 
APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 23, 2007, be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 
* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The following Public Hearings were conducted individually:

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi called the Public Hearing to order at 7:53 pm.
Public Hearing to Extend the Veterans Exemption to “Cold War Veterans” in a accordance with Section 458-B of the New York State Real Property Tax Law.  
Councilmember Sloan said that this is a shallow piece of legislation which self promotes New York State legislation.  New York State has left the Towns to pay 100% of this tax exemption.  Therefore, this makes New York State look good while the Towns are picking up the tab.  
There was no additional discussion.  Councilmember Cerreto moved and Councilmember Lindau second that the Public Hearing be adjourned to 2008.

Councilmember Cerreto moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Lindau to Close the Hearing at 7:55 pm with all voting AYE. 
* * * * *

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:56 pm. 

Public Hearing to consider an Agreement with the Continental Village Fire District with respect to fire protection services for 2008 thru 2010.  

Ron DeMarchtis the financial secretary of the Continental Village Fire Department said we are moving forward and trying to purchase new equipment.  We have tried to keep the contract price the same throughout the years and only request what we need.  
Councilmember Lindau said that she could not express how much the fire department does for the Town.   
Councilmember Lindau moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Farrell to adopt the following resolutions: 

RESOLUTION NO. 315-07 – Adopt a Negative Declaration with the Continental Village Fire District with respect to fire protection services for 2008 thru 2010.  
* *

RESOLUTION NO. 316-07 – Authorize an Agreement with the Continental Village Fire District with respect to fire protection services for 2008 thru 2010.  
PUBLIC HEARINGS, (continued)  
There was no additional discussion.  Councilmember Lindau moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Farrell to close the Hearing at 7:55 pm with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING of CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

John DeBenedictis of 35 Westminster Drive asked if the Town had a surcharge on developers per unit which could be set aside for land purchasing.  

Town Attorney Tom Wood said that only for recreational purposes.  The state also imposes an impact fee on development per lot for recreation purposes or/and improvement of parks.  

John DeBenedictis asked if every piece of property the Town purchased is used for recreation.  

Councilmember Sloan said developers are taxed if their development is approved.    
Town Attorney Tom Wood said that the money goes into trust fund and the Town Board uses that money for the purchase of park land and/or uses the money for capital improvement of existing park land.  

Supervisor Puglisi said for example last year the Town built a ball field and a soccer field.  The Town used money that was in this trust fund to build these fields.  The money for this fund is collected from the developers per unit.  The impact fee is comparable to other communities in Westchester County.  
Councilmember Sloan said that in the past the Town has taken 10% of surplus monies to put towards park land and/or capital improvements.  
Supervisor Puglisi said that most of the property purchased within the Town has been purchased with cash.  There is a lot of talk about more open space within the Town.  The Supervisor said that she is concerned about open space and overdevelopment within our Town.  

* * * * * * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

For the month of October, 2007 from the Purchasing Department, the Water Division of DOTS, the Office for the Aging, the Receiver of Taxes, the Town Justices and the Town Clerk.  
* * * * * * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following documents be received and ordered filed. 
Letter from DOTS with respect to the proposed Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC West Hub Expansion Project.  

* *
OLD BUSINESS, (continued) 

Reports from the Director of DES with respect to the following: 

A. RESOLUTION NO. 317-07 – Authorize stop signs previously installed on Dimond Avenue.  
RESOLUTION NO. 318-07 – Amended to also authorize a three way stop at the intersection of Cranberry Court and Dimond Avenue.  
B. Request for a gate key for Old Pond Park 
C. Request for a stop sign at Jacobs Hill and Woodcrest. 
D. RESOLUTION NO. 319-07 - Request for a License Agreement with respect to a wall on the Town right-of-way located on Red Mill Road; and authorize same. 
E. Safety issues on Millington Road. 
F. Safety issues on Meadow Road. 
G. Bee-line bus stop on Oregon and Durrin Road.  

H. Weight restrictions on Sprout Brook Road. 

RESOLUTION NO. 320-07 - Request for a License Agreement with respect to a wall on the Town right-of-way on 15th Street; and authorize same.  

* *
Planning Board Resolution No. 54-07 with respect to a referral from the Town Board to modify the Zoning Table of Dimensional Regulations. 

* *
Ecology and Environment Inc. Consultant Report with respect to local evacuation and safety measures.
There was no discussion with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS
Councilmember Sloan moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Cerreto that the following documents be received and ordered filed.  
Letter from County Legislator George Oros with respect to proposed legislation to waive county motor vehicle tax for all volunteer emergency workers; and refer to the Town Attorney. 

* *
Letter from Peter Goldberg with respect to safety concerns on roads in the Mohegan Colony area; refer to DES and DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee.  

* *
NEW BUSINESS, (continued)
Letter from Ken Gmoser requesting stop signs on Furnace Dock Road at the intersection of Mt. Airy Road West; refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.  

There was no discussion with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Lindau that the following resolutions be adopted:  
RESOULTION NO. 321-07 - Appoint John Schembari and Michael Millbury as Laborers to fill vacancies in DES effective January 1, 2008. 
RESOLUTION NO. 322-07 -  Appoint three (3) existing Laborers in DES to the title Motor Equipment Operators. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 323-07 – Remove a part-time DOTS employee from the payroll per Workers Compensation procedure. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 324-07 – Grant a Medical Leave of Absence with respect to a DES employee. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 325-07 – Appoint Audry Stewart to the title Assistant Court Clerk.  
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 326-07 – Adopt a Negative Declaration to Establish an extension on Sewer District #4.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 327-07 – Adopt an Order to Establish an extension to Sewer District #4.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 328-07 -  Authorize appraisals of various parcels with respect to potential future open space acquisitions as proposed by the Supervisor; and authorize the Supervisor and Town Staff to negotiate with respect to same.  

There was no discussion with all voting AYE.  
* * * * * 
RESOLUTIONS, (continued) 
Councilmember Lindau moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Farrell that the following resolutions be adopted:

REMOVED – Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with respect to Tax Map Maintenance. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 329-07 – Authorize a License Agreement with respect to a retaining wall on the Town right-of-way on Old Oregon Road. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 330-07 – Authorize the Town to apply as an Intervenor with respect to the NRC Re-Licensing process for the Indian Point Facility. 

* *
RESOULTION NO. 331-07 – Authorize the purchase of a clock tower to be installed at the Westbrook/Oregon Road Round-About. 

Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services: 

RESOULTION NO. 332-07 – The reconstruction of the Brook Lane Bridge by a private developer.  
RESOLUTION NO. 333-07 – To Retain Consultant Services and prepare a proposed RFP with respect to Croton Park Road. 

RESOLUTION NO. 334-07 – Preparation of a bid package for Remediation Services at Lake Meahagh Park and apply for appropriate DEC Permits with respect to same.  

RESOLUTION NO. 335-07 – Seek Bids with respect to the demolition of a structure on Craft Lane. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 336-07 – Amend the V & T Code and Authorize a Stop Sign, No Parking Signs and a No Outlet Sign on Croton Park Road.  

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 337-07 – Authorize Town Staff to explore the concept of a Water Spray Park at Sprout Brook Parks and develop a master plan and cost analysis of same. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 338-07 – Order and Consent to dedicate the roads in the Cortlandt Ridge Subdivision.  

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 339-07 – Release $50,000 in soil erosion security and Accept $75,000 in road maintenance security.  

* *
RESOLUTIONS, (continued)

RESOLUTION NO. 340-07 – Release $1,000 in security with respect to Geis Toyota on RT. 6.  

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that in regards to Croton Park Road the Town had spoken to residents of Croton Park Road.  The Town told the residents of Croton Park Road that work would be started shortly.  
* *

Councilmember Farrell said the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board are excited about the concept of a water spray park at Sprout Brook.  As you may know, not that many people use that area for swimming, so the thinking is to try and attract more people.  
There was no additional discussion with all voting AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Sloan that the following items of business be added to the agenda; the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted.  
Receive and File:

Letter with respect to granting permission for a study to be preformed with respect to connecting the Van Cortlandtville Elementary School to a sanitary sewer system; and refer to DOTS. 

* *
Memo from the Supervisor with respect to a meeting with Entergy and the proposed purchase of Con Ed property in Verplanck and the possible Phase I Environmental Review. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 341-07 - Letter and Resolution from the village of Sleepy Hollow in opposition of the FAA’s proposal to expand flight plans to Westchester County; and authorize a Resolution in opposition to same from the Cortlandt Town Board. 

* *
Resolutions: 

RESOLUTION NO. 342-07 – Appoint two (2) part-time medical drivers with respect to senior services.  
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 343-07 – Authorize a License Agreement with the Croton/Cortlandt Center for the Arts for the year 2007. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 344-07 – Authorize a Contract with Triad with respect to Workers Compensation Insurance for 2008.  

* *
ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (continued)

RESOULTION NO. 345-07 – Authorize an amendment to the Assessment Roll with respect to correcting a Star Exemption. 

* * 
RESOLUTION NO. 346-07 – Authorize Survey Services for the Croton Park Road area. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 347-07 – Authorize a stop sign on Old Crompond Road at its intersection with Fieldstone. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 348-07 – Schedule a Public Hearing for January 15, 2008 to consider bonding with respect to the reconstruction of a sewer pump station.  

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that this Town Board has been talking about open space for several years.  The Con Edison property is about 90 acres and is located next to the Hudson River.  The Town has been negotiating with Con Edison to purchase this property which they have agreed to.   The Town is just waiting for the Public Service Commission and New York State for their approval.  

There was no additional discussion with all voting AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Sloan moved and a second was offered by Councilmember Cerreto to adopt the following resolution: 
RESOLUTION NO. 349-07 – Authorize budget transfer
Discussion: Comptroller Glenn Cestaro explained the budget transfer and said that there will be more transfers within the next few meetings because the fiscal year is coming to an end.  
There was no additional discussion with all voting AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
None
* * * * * * * * * *

SECOND HEARING of CITIZENS

Tony Campia of 142 14th Street in Verplanck said that his family owns a deli in Verplanck and wanted to thank the Town for passing a resolution last month for 15 minute parking signs.  Mr. Campia asked the Town Board if the time could be moved from 6pm to 8pm.  

Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town did try to help and that she did receive his e-mail.  Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town is going to have to order new signs to change the time.  She asked Mr. Campia to hold off for a few months to see how they work before the Town ordered new signs.  
* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:25 pm, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.   
Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                         JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

                 Town Clerk
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